$6.2 Million To Save 3 Minutes? — 


' By HARTT WIXOM 
Environmental Editor 


PROVO CANYON — A mo- 
torist could save slightly 
under three minutes with an 
additional 60 miles-per-hour 
road through Provo Canyon, a 
speedometer test showed here 
this week. 

Cost of the proposed second 
road is an estimated $2.5 mil- 
lion from mouth of the canyon 
to Nunns, ‘and $3.7 million 
from there to the Sundance- 
Timp Haven turnoff, or a total 
$6.2 million in all, according 
to public state road records. 

“Is three minutes saved 
here worth making a second 
cut through Provo Canyon — 
at that cost?” Dr, D, Allan 
Firmage, Dean, College of 


Engineering, Brigham Young 

University, asked today. The 

same question was asked by 

Dr. Noel deNevers, Associate 
Dean, College of Chemical 

Engineering, University of 
tah 


Firmage said the major 
issues at stake in Provo Can- 
yon are “the Provo River, the 
canyon's natural beauty, and 
the impossibility of preserving 


either with a major second 
cut through the canyon.” 

As for the speed factor, the 
present limit through the can- 
yon is 50 mph on the straight- 
aways, and 35 mph on 
curves. It required exactly 11 
minutes and 13 seconds to 
drive from the mouth of the 
canyon to end of proposed 
second road construction, 
about two miles east of the 


Sundance - Timp Haven turn- 
off. 

The test was conducted in a 
1970 automobile in which the 
speedometer had been tested 
for accuracy the day before. 

No cost estimates were 
available for the two mile sec- 
tor above the Sundance turn- 
off. In addition, the figure of 
two lanes to be added later to 
the proposed second road, 


u —time-wouldr’t-be=appreciably 
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age road of this type,” but 
that “steps must be taken to 
provide for futher traffic 
loads.” 

With today’s greater con- 
cern for Provo Canyon's 
environmental beauty, can’t 
We meet the safety challenge 
with modern engineering tech- 
nology — without altering the 
Provo River, or making a sec- 
ond cut through most of this 
canyon?” Dr. Firmage asked. 

Bert Taylor, District 6 engi- 
neer, UDH, Orem, who is 
drawing up field details for 
the Provo Canyon highway, 
said today that, “We have 
decided that concern for the 


| 
Provo River in the area be- | 
tween Vivian Park and Wild- | 
wood justifies staying out of | 
the river at that point. We 
think we have now solved the 
problem by leaving the pres- 
ent road in as one lane of | 
traffic, and putting the other | 
on higher ground to the 
north.” | 
“This plan will certainly al- | 
leviate much of the 
environmental and fisheries 
problem previously anticipat- | 
ed at that point,” Bud Sulliv- | 
an, Utah Wildlife and Outdoor | 
Recreation Federation, re- | 
sponded. | 
Taylor said that “from an | 
engineering standpoint, a sec- | 
ond road is desirable” from | 
Murdock Dam. to the Olm- 


stead Diversion Dam,” but | 
that it would change only 
three fourths mile of river 
where it has already been 
changed before.” He said that 
the Provo here has also “been 
dry at times during the year.” 

“The. stream should be a 
biologically productive and 
tourist - attractive system in 
the future,” according to Dr. 
David A: White, BYU biolo- | 
igst. He said enough water is 
being released below Olm- 
stead by the Utah Power and 
Light Company “to keep the 
river alive.” 

White said studies are being 
conducted now to determine 
exactly how miany cubic feet 
of water per second are need- 
ed to keep the stream system | 
alive, 


Robert Redford, Sundance 
Resort owner, said he “is as- 
sured” the nine-point morato- 
rium on Provo Canyon con- 
struction he and others pres- 
ented to road officials “is 
under study. We presented it 
not as any attempt at a show 
of force, but rather an intel- 
ligent plan to take a closer 
look at the canyon. Once cuts 
are made by heavy equip- 


ment, it isn’t as easily restored 
later,” he emphasized. 

In an area like this it seems 
best to make certain we are 
doing the right thing before it 
is too late, he added. 

Concerning federal funds, 
Taylor said it “makes no dif- 
ference. The money comes 
from highway user taxes, 
and it can be applied to any 
type of road that meets safety 
and design criteria, on either 


a widened road or a second.” | 


Highway officials said they 
were also checking’ out can- 
yon geology, slide areas 


| 

Using round figures of 45 
mph speed through the check 
area, with the higher time fig- 
ure of 12 minutes instead of 
11:38, Calculations show 60 
mph would save one fourth 
the time, or about three min- 
utes. 

A different test might show 
several. seconds’ + difference, | 
depending on length of time 
taken to move from 35 mph 
on curves to 50 mph, but the 


changed. 

However, highway- officials 
said that some changes in the 
present canyon road are ‘‘nec- 
essary to improve safety.” | 

They added that the acci- 
dent rate in Provo Canyon is 
“slightly better than the aver- 

See PROPOSED, Page B-5 


| where cuts would have to be 


made up the canyon walls to ' 


keep any debris from falling 
on new construction, and 
water supplies, 

“One thing we feel the pub- 
lie should be aware of is that 
natural vegetation, and. the 
many things which make this 
part of Utah a desirable place 
to live, are being taken into 
consideration right down to 
the last bulldozer operator,” 
Taylor said. “We are consid- 
ering the social values here, 
as well as the economics. 

Environmental, or social 
values, are clearly more im- 
portant to the public now than 
in past years.” 


This stretch of Provo River above Vivian Park will be left as is, 
Utah Highway officials report, 
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Round About . . . By Hack Miller 


Keep That Heber Creeper! 


Ever heard of the Heber Creeper? 

That’s the old burner that buzzes up the benchlands 
on its way to deliver the weekly supplies to Heber Valley. 
Last of the rural choo-choos. 

* * * 

Makes the trip once a week and sort of hufís 
and puffs with its engine, 
five cars and a caboose, 
all along its Provo River 
rum. 

It was the Heber 
Creeper that put the 
Provo Open golf classic 
several minutes off mo- 
tion Sunday at 9:36 a.m. 

There were several 
hundred sodbusters 
already turning turf on 
the picturesque Riverside 
course when the old He- 


Mr. Miller 
ber Creeper whistled its way onto the scene. 


The tracks have always been there, fronting the 
No. 1, 10, 9 and 18 holes, They were something that 
the course had to tolerate—a right of way as ancient and 
Bonao as the Laguna Indian tribe or Father Escalan- 
e's trail. 


ia Few people ever saw the Creeper, But Sunday they 


Through The Blackhawk War 


Maybe the old engineer sensed the danger he was 
in. He might have run the course through the blaze of 
fire in the old Blackhawk Indian War—when the combat- 
ants carried their weapons in a quiver upon their backs. 
Or he might have’ shoved the old steamer through the 
saga of the Santaquins. 


But this time there were no arrows, no guns, There 
were no train robbers the like of Butch Cassidy or his 
Wild Bunch. 

Just hundreds of decked-out warriors switching 
their sticks, hitting at small white objects, throwing 
turf and talking in a strange tongue. 


And their women and children followed along be- 
hind pulling their weapons on wheels—or some even car- 
ried the large quivers on their backs, in old Ute fashion. 

So it was no wonder that the fireman fed the flame, 


pulled all stops, raced through the attack. Onward 
through the ambush. 


Best gag of the tournament, really. And may that 
Creeper always creep. 

Like one feller said, in complimenting the fine River- 
side layout: “I think one of these days Tl take the next 
train to the club and play golf until the return trip— 
which is just one week. What a wonderful stop-over 
that would be!” 

Golf Balls Won't Hatch 

If trains were not enough imagine Bill Whittaker’s 
chagrin when he went toward the lake on No. 9 to get 
his golf ball, { 

And the swans wouldn’t let him have it. 

Big Bill backed off a little when the daddy bird made 
its intentions known. Pretty quick Bill couldn't even 
have his own clubs. 

* * * 

He called for the rules committee and made 
two requests—one for another drop with the 
ball outside of swan town; and another set 
of sticks with which to continue. 

All worked out. By taunting the “enemy” 
in another direction the batter recovered his 
bats. 

As for the ball. That could be another istory. 

* * * 


Imagine the time it will take before that old swan 
finds out that Wilson golf balls don’t hatch—even when 
the shell’s been cracked several times, 

All said, it was a very fine tournament. The people 
down Utah County way staged it right big. In fact, the 
field was so fat that some of the last hitters were batting 
into the sunset on the No. 1 hole. Should be finished by 
Tuesday. 


Emery Going To Park City? 


Ralph Emery, assistant to Tee Branca at the Salt 
Lake Country Club, so they say, will be the new golf 
pro at the Park City layout, i y 

Ralph, in addition to golf, will have the entire 
sports program; will coordinate all phases of it. 

Park City couldn't have found a better man for the 
post. Ralph's one of the tew gentlemen golfers I know 
who can miss a shot and still smile about it. 

On some of those cold afternoons Park City might 
need that Emery smile. 


Canyon 


The Proyo Citizens 
Committee, seeking a morato- 
rium on construction through 
the canyon and acquisition of 
right-of-way, received a prom- 
ise Friday of a detailed re- 
view of construction plans 
“from the State Road Commis- 
sion, : 

The Provo group also tried 
vainly to obtain a commit- 
ment that the new highway 
would not be built to four-lane 
divided standards with limited 
access, 

The road commission 
agreed to review its plans in 
detail with the Proyo commit- 


tee, and any others, and to 
accept any meritorious 
suggestions. 


Still scheduled is advertis- 
ing April 1 for bids for build- 
ing three miles of highway 
from Olmstead to the old 
Nunn's power plant, 


According to plans previous- 
ly approved by the Utah 
County Commission, the 
Provo Chamber of Commerce, 
Orem and many other groups, 
this construction is for a two- 
lane road. Grading and right 
of way will be provided how- 
ever, for two additional lanes 


at some future time, with a 
16-foot median strip, 

D. Allan Firmage, chair- 
man of the Civil Engineering 
Department of Brigham 
Young University, chairman 
of the citizens’ group, said his 
group wants to cooperate and 


— is not against improvement. 


“When the road is built, it 
had better be right, or else,” 
he declared at the end of the 
meeting, 

Lowell Christensen, Provo 
realtor, formerly of Hawaii, 
said he considered Provo Can- 
yon development to, be a 
blight because of the en- 


croachment of many private 
developments. 

He proposed that no devel- 
opments be permitted within 
the canyon without an ade- 
quate master plan, including 
provisions for sewers, water 
protection and zoning. 

Christensen and other mem-" 
bers of the committee chal- 
lenged need for a four-lane di- 
vided highway. 

“My wife drives to Salt 
Lake at least once a week 
now, but she only drove about 
once a month before the free- 
way was built,” Christensen 
said, 


Road Review Vowed 


Sak A b-7/ 


He said freeways attract 
more traffic, 

Firmage emphasized that 
his group does not want Provo 
Canyon to compete with Par- 
leys Canyon as the major 
freeway to the east. 

Wayne Winters, Pleasant 
Grove, commission member, 
said it would be unwise to im- 
prove the road now if it would 
have to be torn up again and 
widened in the future, 

Francis Feltch, Vernal, sen- 
ior member of the commis- 
sion, said the capacity of 
Strawberry Reservoir is being 
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doubled. Road users from the 
south, as well as from within 
Uintah Basin, will demand 
roads sufficiently safe to 
carry their boats and camp- 
ers, he said. 

Jim Jensen, graduate stu- 
dent in zoology at BYU, 
claimed that from the stand- 
point of ecology the state’s 
road plans “stink.” 

Winters defended the plans. 


All natural resource agencies 
of the state and many other 
groups had been consulted in 
planning the first section 
being readied for advertising, 
he said. 

Other members of Firma- 
ge's committee urging the 
moratorium included: Verl 
Clark, past president, Provo 
Kiwanis Club; Stan Collins, 
president, Provo Chamber of 
Commerce, and David Han- 
sen, president, Provo Jaycees, 


